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leslie cowell

summer camp update

The start of the school year came with a 
fury and my summer camp update has 
gotten lost in the mix.   

When we pray as a staff, our fearless 
leader, Bryan Kelly, always says: “Lord, if you 
show up, we’ll brag about you. We’ll tell about 
all the work you are doing.”  Well, y’all, this 
summer… He showed up.  

Meals. Meals are always a tricky part of 
the summer, because we need so many of 
them donated. 116 this summer, to be exact. 
58 lunches and dinners. I cannot fully 
express how these meals help our ministry. 
They save us time, money, and effort- 
which after a full day with 100 children, is 

extremely valuable. If you contributed money for a meal, delivered a 
meal, or hosted us in your home- thank you so very much.

Interns. Every year we are worried whether we will have enough 
interns. I don’t know why we do worry, the Lord always provided exactly 
what we need and at exactly the perfect time. The interns this summer 
were amazing. They showed the love of the Lord everyday in their 
patience, love, and investment in 100 children in Washington Park. They 
taught Bible study, helped with academics, did crafts, went on field 
trips, bought treats, played games, and many other things to help make 
the summer a blast for our kiddos.  

Volunteers. As a ministry, we simply do not have the funds to provide 
everything we want for our kids. We always have volunteers show up to 
help fill in the gaps and man- we couldn’t make it without you. We had 
cooking, dance, and woodworking as enrichments this summer (just to 
name a few) all done by volunteers. We had folks come in from out of 
town to serve and work along side our staff and interns to speak truth 
and serve the Lord. Amazing. If you volunteered this summer, you are a 
lifesaver!

Academics. This summer, we had two amazing teachers- Hannah 
Bradford and Kevin Temple- who came on board to work with our 

students and facilitate academic time. These two, who were lifesavers 
to me, were just beyond wonderful. They showed up everyday and spent 
time working on Reading, Writing, Math, and Art with our kids.  What a 
blessing. Thank you Hannah and Kevin!

Field Trips.  We had a blast this summer on the field trips. Some of the 
places the kids went were to the McWane Center, Air Walk, the 
Montgomery Zoo, and the Capri Theater.  I have to say a HUGE thank 
you to Grayson White at Looney’s Skate. This generous man allowed our 
kids to skate for free four times throughout the summer and our kids 
absolutely love to skate! Our hope was to provide our kids with 
experiences they will remember for a lifetime!

We began planning summer camp in January. When the process 
started, we were unsure of how the summer would shape up. The Lord 
showed up and provided above and beyond what we could have ever 
planned on our own. We think this was the best summer yet! 
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If you haven’t visited CGM in a while, we invite you to do so. Many 
things have changed over the past four months. The lobby has been 
renovated, the middle room upstairs has been redesigned with a café 
atmosphere complete with counter top areas, and where there once 
was a small classroom there is now a new counseling office. The big 
room at the rear of our building is being completely overhauled, as 
well, and when completed it will be a multi-use room with five 
classrooms on the perimeter. 

We genuinely believe that our children deserve to learn and grow 
in a safe and comfortable environment. Over the last year, our 
program has also grown in size and need. Both of these factors 
prompted the renovations. However, none of this would have been 
possible without the generosity of civic organizations here in 
Montgomery and some private donors and companies.

The Junior League of Montgomery awarded CGM a grant to assist 
with the café and counseling office renovations. They also provided a 
tremendous amount of volunteer help.  

The Kiwanis Club of Montgomery kindly provided funding to 
support our classroom expansion efforts. The Foshee Manangement 
Company donated the plans, and Goodwyn Building Company 
handled permts and donated time and resources in building out the 
renovations. Because of their generosity, the children will have larger 
classrooms to learn in and they will be carpeted and redecorated. 
The After School Program will now be able to serve more children 
from the Washington Park community because of the increase in 
space and functionality. 

Additionally, Judy Kyser and Jean Anderson from Designers Two 
provided the decorative direction in two of these projects. Jackie 
Waller also shared her design expertise with us in the initial phases of 
planning. Their combined efforts have provided CGM with 
aesthetically pleasing and multi-functional spaces. 

There is no denying that the Lord has tremendously blessed our 
organization and our children through these organizations and 
people and many others. He has used the combined efforts of so 
many - their labor, time, skills, and generosity. The Lord has blessed 
us so that we may be blessing to others and we are beyond thankful 
for His favor. He has entrusted us with these gifts and desires to see 
them used to build his Kingdom. In times of celebration and 
abundance or in times of despair or limited finances, CGM will 
continually seek to serve the Lord and draw our children closer to 
Him. So while our building may look different, our mission does not.  

We hope you will stop by soon or schedule a tour to witness 
firsthand the exciting changes that have happened over the summer. 
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changing the odds
bryan kelly

There are a lot of changes happening at 
Common Ground Montgomery these days. As 
I take a step back to survey, I am encouraged 
to see partnership and ministry growth, but 
also capacity and facility growth.

My mentor, Dr. Anthony Gordon, says, 
"People always talk about beating the odds 
when referencing kids and adults escaping 
inner city realities; but we are not about 
beating the odds, we are about changing the 
odds!"

At CGM, when we attempt to focus on a 
community, we try to do so holistically. There 

have been many debates and conversations over our mission as to 
whether we should focus on individuals, systems,  families, or even 
institutions. Do we focus on academics, providing safe housing, physical 
health, or mental, spiritual, or emotional well being? What is best?

My understanding of the gospel is that God has come to redeem the 
world in Christ, and he is concerned with the whole person, whole 
families, whole communities, and whole people groups, and, literally, 
the whole earth. While this, right now, isn't heaven, our call is about 
cultivating this place, right now, for His glory by loving well and making 
fruitful followers of Christ who are instruments that creatively 
transform this world.

Our neighborhood, and others like ours, need individuals with 
transformed hearts who lead; lead families, lead our community, lead 
economic development, lead in mentoring fatherless children, lead in 
education, and lead in countless other areas. And yet this is not enough.

We also need life-giving institutions. These could be churches, non 
profits, or businesses. I am convinced the best shot we have is working 
together for transformation. Great diversity is a major part of the 
success when it comes in the form of humility and love.

As I look at some of the recent developments within our work (many 
of which seem to be answers to a decade of prayer!), I am overwhelmed 
with the changes and developments toward shared labor, holistic focus, 
and transformation of people and creation of life giving institutions.

We launched a new mentoring program that is already showing signs 
of rapid growth. With help from the Central Alabama Community 
Foundation and their "Curbing the Violence" Focus Grants, awarded this 

year and last year, we are in position now to see people from all over our 
city come to together to be trained for long-term impact on kids in our 
community as a network of mentors and advocates. Kevin King is 
devoting much of his work and ministry time to developing, leading, 
training, matching, and nurturing these new mutually transformative 
relationships. We will be adding more staff to expand this effort in the 
coming months.

Second, we have been a part of the creation of a new private Christian 
school for boys, Valiant Cross Academy, and are partnering with them to 
provide transportation to and from the school and the After School 
Program, as well as providing mentors for the students. This new school 
is a beautiful expression of God's love, and it is amazing to watch it 
blossom under the leadership of brothers Anthony and Fred Brock. It 
began in August with 30 sixth grade boys and we look forward to its 
continued expansion into other grades.

Third, we have now launched a counseling center on site at CGM in 
partnership with two Christian counseling organizations. This enables us  
to help families, whom have experienced severe trauma, find healing and 
hope through Spirit-led and qualified professional counselors.

These new initiatives are providing a way for people to come together 
and find life-giving change (as Jesus chooses to use them as instruments).

We are also seeing physical changes in our facilities. In partnership with 
some civic organizations, companies, and several private donors, we were 
able to renovate our lobby, create a new beautiful counseling space, and 
create a gathering and social multi-use space for group ministry. We are 
also halfway through the renovation and addition of five new classrooms 
and a conference/training space for our After School Program and 
various teaching and training ministries.

All of these changes, initiatives, and new partnerships are beautiful 
signs of a citywide participation that also includes churches, businesses, 
and many individual volunteers who invest themselves and their 
resources for the good of our community and our city, and for the glory 
of God. I am so proud and grateful to be a part of this effort.

Please pray with us and for us as we now begin to dream and pray about 
how our focus can grow into other communities in Montgomery and 
beyond.

Thank you for partnering with us to see transformation in individuals, 
in families, in institutions, and in future generations for a future 
Montgomery, for the glory of God!

We are truly changing the odds, together.
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